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Climate change has had a profound impact on world and American history, 

from the global warming that ended the last Pleistocene Age through the Little 
Ice Age that drove the Norse out of Greenland soon before Columbus first 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean, to its current impact on northern hemisphere 

ecosystems and nations. 
 

 
 
In this course you will explore and analyze the:   

• The history of climate change over the past 20,000 years,  
• Contrasting political and governmental responses in the United States 

and Norway to the threats and challenges posed by climate change 
• The politics of climate science,  
• The history of the Deep Ecology movement,  
• The personal and collective challenges of environmental stewardship and 

leadership. 


